HOW THE NEWS  CAME TO  BELGRADE            235

from England,   News, tcue and untrue, pouted through
to the royal palace.

Meanwhile It was decided that all members of the
Cabinet then present in Belgrade should at once take .
oath of allegiance to the new King Peter II, likewise
all officers of the army and fleet. In the course of the
night many hundreds took the oath to the young
sovereign. The proclamation of the accession of Petet
II was also issued with an official statement regarding
the death of King Alexander and black flags were
ordered to be hung on all public buildings.

All through the night there was a great discreet
activity as if conspirators were moving swiftly and
silently to achieve revolution while the masses slept.
But the object was not revolution but stability. The
assumption of enemies might be that the assassination
meant chaos, separatism, civil war. The resolution of
the government was that there should be disciplined
calm and a dignified acceptance of Fate.

Only in the early morning the newsvendors were
yelling the names of their papers in the streets and
waving their black-bordered sheets. Civilian Belgrade
awakened to its most tragic day. It stared at the
proclamation confronting it on the front pages of
Politika and Vremya;

TO THE JUGOSLAV PEOPLE!

Our great King Alexander has fallen a victim to a
treacherous attempt on his life on the 9th October, at
4 p.m., at Marseilles.

With his blood the King-Martyr sealed that work
of peace on which he was engaged in allied France.

To the throne of Jugoslavia succeeds his first-born
son, His Majesty Peter II.

The ministry, the army and the navy have taken the
oath of allegiance to His Majesty Peter IL . . .

GOD SAVE THE KING!